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THE CATTLE INDUSTRY IN BRAZIL 
ZOE A. THRALLS 
State Sormal School, Indiana, Pa. 
A clipping brought by one of the pupils while the class was study- 
ing Brazil furnished the motive and the problem for this lesson. The 
newspaper clipping told of the destruction by fire of the ten million 
dollar packing and refrigerating plant recently completed by Armour 
and Co. at Sao Paulo, Brazil. The plant was capable of handling 
7,000 beeves a day. The article commented upon the growing 
importance of the cattle industry in Brazil. A s  soon as the clipping 
was read, a storm of questions rose from the class because they had 
thought of Brazil chiefly as a rubber, cacao, and coffee producing 
country. The following problem for investigation was formulated : 
Problem: “Why did Armour and Co. build such a large packing 
and refrigerating plant in Brazil‘?” 
“What conditions are necessary for the development of an impor- 
tant cattle industry in a country?” 
The following points were suggested by the pupils : 
1. Large areas of cheap land 
2. Land should be fairly level or rolling but not mountainous 
3. A sparse population 
4. Sufficient rainfall for grass 
5 .  Mild winters not necessary, but make the industry more 
profitable 
6. Only fair transportation necessary as cattle can be driven 
to market 
7. Amarket 
“How can we learn if Brazil has such conditions‘?” 
X study of the physical, rainfall, and population maps of Brazil 
“Has Brazil large areas of fairly level or rolliiig land?” “Where?” 
From a study of the map the children decide that Brazil has a 
large area of land varying from slightly mountainous and rolling to 
level plains in the plateau region from 5” S. to the southern boundary, 
and that the area from 12’ S. would be most nearly suitable for cattle. 
“How will we know if this land is sufficiently cheap for the cattle 
industry?” 
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The class suggested that if few people were there, and if it is still 
uncultivated, the land is probably cheap. The population map was 
consulted, and they found that, except along the  coast and in the 
coffee region around Sao P a d o  and Rio de Janeiro, Brazil is very 
sparsely populated. Population statistics \vei*e also consulted. From 
their reference books they found that a few years ago land in the 
Matto Grosso sold as low as 40 cents an acre. 
“Has this area sufficient rainfall to provide a growth of grass?” 
The rainfall map and the climate discussions in the texts and 
reference books were consulted. They found that there is a rainy 
and dry season over most of this region. The rainfall varies from 
10 inches to 80 inches and is sufficient to provide a good growth of 
grasses. They learned also that Brazil is well supplied with a number 
of luxuriant and nutritious native grasses, and that the government is 
experimenting to determine the most valuable grasses that should be 
grown. 
“Is the climate suitable for cattle?” 
From a study of the maps and texts they found that the climate 
of all the plateau region and of the southern interior plains is suitable 
for cattle and for the white race, and that over most of this area, 
except in the extreme south, the winter season is so mild that cattle 
can graze all year. 
“Where will markets be found for these cattle?” 
The children suggested that a home market would be found in the 
more densely populated sections of Brazil and in foreign lands, mainly 
in Europe. They found that meat ranks among the eleven chief 
articles of export from Brazil. In  1915, the meat exports amounted 
to more than 8,000 tons. Four thousand tons of this went to Great 
Britain, 2,000 tons to Italy, and 2,000 to the United States. In the 
first ten months of 1916 Brazil exported 29,000 tons. 
“Are the nieans of transportation sufficiently good so that cattle 
may be marketed profitably?” 
Again the map was consulted and railroads were found leading 
toward the interior both north and west from Rio de Janeiro and 
Sao Paulo. The children decided that, by driving the cattle in some 
cases considerable distances and then using the railroad, the cattle 
could be taken to market but that t’he industry would be helped if 
more railroads were built. 


















Santos was selected as one of the most accessible ports, because 
of its connection with Sao Paulo and because of Sao Paulo’s better 
connection with the interior. 
“HOW many cattle has Brazil now‘?” 
“How- does this number (30,000,000) compare with the number 
of cattle in Argentina and in the United States?” 
“What kind of cattle has Brazil?” From their readers they found 
a description of the native cattle, and comments upon their inferior 
quality for refrigerating purposes. 
“What should Brazil do to improve the quality of its beef?” “HOW 
can the stock be improved’?’’ “What has been done?” 
Summary of the points: Xrmour and Co. built this packing and 
refrigerating plant because Brazil is capable of becoming one of the 
great cattle countries of the norld and will be able to help supply the 
world with meat. \Ye know that this is true because Brazil has a 
large area of cheap land suitable for cattle, suitable land surface, and 
a favorable climate. I t  has a sparse population, hence there is plenty 
of room and its people will not require all the meat for themselves 
nor will they need the land for grain. Brazil has a number of good 
native grasses. Although transportation is not as good as it should 
be yet it is possible to get the cattle to market. Brazil is beginning 
to improve the quality of its cattle. 
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